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Management of medical and research data at NASA’s Johnson Space Center has been addressed with
two separate, independent systems: the Lifetime Surveillance of Astronaut Health (formerly, The
Longitudinal Study of Astronaut Health) (LSAH) and the Life Sciences Data Archive (LSDA). Project
management for these has been autonomous with little or no cross-over of goals, objectives or strategy.
The result has been limited debate and discussion regarding how contents from one repository might
impact or guide the direction of the other. It is decidedly more efficient to use existing data and
information than to re-generate them. Ensuring that both clinical and research data / information are
accessible for review is a central concept to the decision to unify these repositories. In the past,
research data from flight and ground analogs has been held in the LSDA and medical data held in the
Electronic Medical Record or in console flight surgeon logs and records. There was little cross-
pollination between medical and research findings and, as a result, applicable research was not being
fully incorporated into clinical, in-flight practice. Conversely, findings by the console surgeon were not
being picked up by the research community. The desired life cycle for risk mitigation was not being fully
realized. The goal of unifying these repositories and processes is to provide a closely knit approach to
handling medical and research data, which will not only engender discussion and debate but will also
ensure that both categories of data and information are used to enhance the use of medical and
research data to reduce risk and promote the understanding of space physiology, countermeasures and
other mitigation strategies.
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